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Pratt Gives Preserve 


George D.,Pratt, Jr., a long time resident 
of Bridgewater, has given over seven 
hundred acres in the town to The Con- 
servancy. The gift land, which is in a 
number of large parcels, is called Sunny 
Valley Preserve. 

In accepting the gift, Geoffrey Baker, 
“Mr. 


Pratt’s generosity is tremendous in scope. 


chapter chairman, commented, 
Our plans for these new natural areas hope 
to equal their size. We feel that these large 
tracts of land will 

development of the 


make possible 


most varied 
educational and research programs. It is 
our hope that students ranging from the 
youngest in the area to graduate students 
will benefit from the availability of our 
new conglomerate preserve.” 


Valley 


management committee will be headed by 


Sunny Preserve’s volunteer 
the donor. Mrs. Pratt will serve on it, too, 
with Mrs. Helen P. Ladd, Dr. Peter W. 
Pratt, Leonard Stevens of the Housatonic 
Valley Association and David Blanchard. 
Some of the new acreage is adjacent to 
existing Conservancy preserves in 
Bridgewater. The 73 acre Bridgewater 
Ridge Preserve is now enlarged to include 
the 120 acres of the Hilltop Farm area and 
120 acres known as the Pitcher Farm. 

The Dow tract, a steep, rocky, wooded 
hillside of 110 acres, adjoins The Con- 
32 acre Lake Lillinonah 
Preserve. Nearby is another new gift, the 
one hundred acre Isbill Farm. Other 
pieces of land included in Mr. Pratt’s 
donation are the Hatch Farm, 73 acres, 


servancy ’s 


and 32 acres adjoining the local cemetery. 
Finally, there is over 150 acres of wooded 
hillside called Iron Ore. 
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The Housatonic where it becomes Lake Lillinonah, the setting for Sunny Valley Preserve 


in Bridgewater. 


Ferry Adds to Lyme Preserve 


Lord’s Cove Sanctuary in Lyme is bigger 
by over twenty acres with the gift of an 
undisturbed salt marsh by Chamberlain 
Ferry. 

The preserve was established late last year 
with the gift of 56 acres by Richard F. 
Cooper to The Conservancy. The tract 
fronts on Lord’s Creek and the Con- 
necticut River. Mr. Ferry’s added acreage 
lies between Low Point Creek and Ely’s 
Ferry Road. 


According to the scientists who examined 
the property, the marsh is part of the finest 
tidal river marsh complex in the state. 
They consider it an important part of the 
scenic lower Connecticut River, and top 
quality from both a scenic and biological 
point of view. 

Both bird-watchers and sportsmen favor 
the area. The habitat is hospitable for 
ducks, geese, rails, herons, egrets and 
osprey. 


Butterworth Donates Land 


Frank Butterworth, Jr. of Mt. Carmel 
has given 82 acres in Hamden to The 
Conservancy. The new sanctuary is ad- 
jacent to venerable Sleeping Giant, a state 
park since 1888. 

The Butterworth Preserve has a large 
pond, a wooded hillside of mixed hard- 
woods and a swamp area with hardwood 
growth as well, ranging from shrubs to 
pole size trees. The latter section has spice 
bush, red osier, dogwood, alder and sweet 
pepper bush as well as red maple, white 
ash and American elm remnants. 


The upland regions contain oaks and 
beech, sugar and red maple, yellow and 
black birch, yellow poplar, black cherry 
and in the conifer family, hemlock, white 
pine, pitch pine and red cedar. 


Mr. Butterworth’s gift is slated to become 
part of the 1200 acre Sleeping Giant Park. 
In 1969, he gave another tract of about 
fifty acres to enlarge the park, carrying out 
plans suggested by the educational use 
study done by the Audubon Society for 
him in 1967. 
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By Charles L. Scott, II 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Chapter 


This last year the Connecticut Chapter 
was involved in 25 different acquisitions 
totalling about two thousand acres. We 
also preserved about 24% miles of rivers 
and streams through conservation 
easements. We now have helped save 
8,100 acres and about 514 miles of river 
easement assemblages on a total of 82 
preserves. This is a lot of land preserved 
through a private organization in a state 
the size of Connecticut. But it is not 
enough. 

We are continuing an active acquisition 
program. Corollary activities involve 
support of a betterment tax abatement 
plan, which became law in June 1973, and 
beginning a sound preserve management 
program. | 

In addition, we have started a planned 
acquisition program. The majority of our 
properties have been acquired because 
others - usually donors - have wanted us to 
preserve their land. 

Now, in addition to such acquisitions, we 
are working from the list of important 
natural areas prepared by the Connecticut 
Forest & Park Association of the most rare 
and endangered areas. The chapter is 
cooperating in this effort with local 
conservation organizations. 


Our 


Management, James Pepe, is supervising 


new Director of Preserve 
work on master plans for several of our 
preserves, which will serve as models for 
other preserve committees to use. 
Similarly, educational programs are being 
developed at a number of preserves. 
Success in acquisition and _ preserve 
management will continue to depend upon 
active and widely based public support. 
Our work depends on volunteers and 
dependable local funding. 

(Excerpts from remarks made at the 
Eastern Regional Conference of TNC 
officials held in Boston on January 26.) 


Printed on recycled paper. 


NEW BANTAM EASEMENT 


Another section of the Bantam River has 
gained permanent protection from the 
intrusions of civilization with the granting 
of a conservation easement to TNC by 
Mrs. Nan P. Heminway of Litchfield. 
The Heminway easement is directly across 
the stream from one given by S.P. Haight, 
Jr. 

The Litchfield Land Trust has been 
working painstakingly since 1962 to 
protect the banks of the Bantam, and has 
succeeded in keeping over four miles of 
shoreline in natural beauty. About 30 


separate easements have been obtained. 
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Colonel Edward Bennett Dennis 
1884-1974 

Colonel Dennis died on J anuary 12, 1974. 
He was the donor of the Dennis Farm 
Preserve in Pomfret. The family requested 
that contributions in his memory be made 
to the Connecticut Chapter of The 
Conservancy. 


eT ee 


MAYDAY CALL 


Our present office in the Bartlett Ar- 
boretum in Stamford is a single room, 12’ 
x 14’. Our rent is even smaller, $120 
annually, utilities included. 

To attract more volunteer workers and 
provide more efficient working conditions 
for our staff, we need a total space of 400- 
200 square feet, preferably divided into 
two or three rooms. 

So we are trying to find new, larger 
headquarters office space, and to help 
with the energy crisis, near the center of 
the state. 


OFFICE WANTED 
New Haven-Hartford area 


Do you have any space in some building 
which you could give us, or rent us at $1- 
year? Or could you suggest any of your 
friends or neighbors who might help us 
out? A garage apartment? A guest cot- 
tage? A wing of your house? The chapter 
chairman, Geoffrey Baker, awaits your 
call, letter, postcard, 


telegram, most 


eagerly. 


The Nature Conservancy 


National Office: 
1800 North Kent St. 
Arlington, Va. 22209 


Conn. Chapter Office: 
151 Brookdale Rd. 
Stamford, Conn. 06903 
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Executive Director 
Charles L. Scott, II 


Sally and Frank Rue elbow deep in their 
volunteer work, updating the inventory of 
all the chapter preserves. The necessary 
but thankless task preceeds creation of a 
land use policy. The Rues are ’72 
graduates of the University of Penn- 
sylvania and plan to do graduate work in 
regional planning. 
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Housatonic incu d Association 


Note: This page is given over to the HVA 
as part of a series to acquaint Conservancy 
members with valuable sister 


organizations. 


HVA and the Impact 
of Clean Water 


by Leonard A. Stevens 
Executive Director, HVA 


The serious pollution of our lakes, rivers 
and streams is an indicator of the poor 
quality of land use around the water. To 
control water pollution thus requires 
major improvements in planning the use 
of land. 

These two sentences explain why the 
Housatonic Valley Association (HVA) has 
chosen in the past year to concentrate our 
environmental efforts on water pollution. 
We believe that in exercising this kind of 
leverage we not only can improve the 
water of the Housatonic basin, but we can 
also have an impact that favors better land 
use. 

HVA is a tax exempt organization of some 
2,000 citizens spread throughout the 
Connecticut portion of the Housatonic 
watershed. This covers the Housatonic 
and its tributaries, such as the Naugatuck, 
Shepaug, Pomperaug, Still and Ten-Mile 
Rivers. 

The organization, which has a main office 
in New Milford and a membership office 
at Kent, is guided by a 15-member board 
of directors and four officers, concerned 
citizens from towns up and down the 
watershed. Montgomery Hare of Cornwall 
Bridge is President. 
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Water pollution near where the 
Naugatuck enters the Housatonic. 


HVA’s mission has essentially three parts: 
public education, legal, and_ technical 
services. 

First we believe that the primary key to 
any environmental improvement is public 
education. To this end we have just held a 
seminar entitled “The Environmental 
Impact of Development.” It was con- 
ducted by two top officials of the Con- 
necticut Department of Environmental 
Protection, and the registrants include 
developers, planners, zoners, building 
inspectors, realtors, and others involved in 
development. 

In conjunction with the session came 
publication of a new HVA _ booklet 
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Membership Classes 
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covering the subject of development and 
the effect it has on our water resources. 
Another HVA publication, a newspaper 
supplement, was issued last summer 
following a seminar on the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act Amendments of 
1972. 

Our legal services were recently formalized 
when HVA hired a fulltime attorney, Scott 
Warner. Essentially he plans to con- 
centrate on water pollution laws, 
especially the federal act of 1972 which 
provides for citizen action from groups 
like ours. 

Our attorney has already been to court to 
file a brief, as amicus curiae in a case 
concerning Route 7 and involving the 
future of the Still River. 

Our chief contribution to date in technical 
services is obtaining a million dollar 
wastewater management study of the 
Housatonic basin by a new, and, we feel, 
environmentally sound, branch of the 
Corps of Engineers. The study, which will 
be coordinated with state efforts, is now 
being organized. 

Membership, of course, is the lifeblood of 
any organization like HVA. This is in the 
hands of Nancy Calhoun who invites 
people to write to her at HVA, Route 7, 
Kent, Conn., if they care to join what we 
believe is a vigorous, growing effort to 
restore and preserve the area in which we 
live. 


The Glastonbury sub-chapter invites you 
to hear Patrick F. Noonan, national 
president. Sunday, March 24, 7:30 p.m., 
First Federal Savings Bank, 2510 Main 
Street, Glastonbury. 


— 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 
Pasty ey 


$1000... | Contributing $25 
$500 = Family $15 
- Subscribing $10 
Junior (18) $5 


ACTION CALL 


A word from you can help. The Natural 
Areas Advisory Committee appointed by 
the governor has asked the legislative 
committee on finance to allocate four 
hundred thousand dollars of the 1974 
Legislative Bond Act for the purchase of 
natural areas, particularly the unique 
areas considered endangered. If you agree, 
write your support to State Senator 
Lawrence J. DeNardis. 


ACORNS MEAN GROWTH 


The chapter needs its special supporters - 
dubbed Acorns - to carry on its work, 
expand and improve. Last year, 82 people 
responded. This year the chapter is again 
pleading for such extra support. Please 
help if you can. 


Carolina Wren 
sketched by Magdalena R. Pepe, the wife 
of the Chapter’s Director of Preserve 
Management. It’s an uncommon year- 
round bird in Connecticut, usually heard 
before it is seen, and a celebrated guest at 
the Pepe home in Winthrop. 
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Many neighbors gathered at dedication of Kulze Preserve. Speaker is Charles L. Scott, II, 


chapter executive director. 


Rowayton Gains Marsh Preserve 


A new preserve of four acres of marsh on 
Farm Creek in Rowayton is named for the 
donor, William J. Kulze. 

More than 25 species of water and shore 
birds have been observed in the preserve, 
which also contains many of the important 
marsh grasses such as black grass and 
several of the spartinas. 

The importance of the Kulze Preserve is 
underscored by the fact that it is the only 


tidal marsh in the Rowayton-Norwalk . 


area accessible to the public. Several 
schools are within walking distance of its 
borders. 

It_ was this very marsh that served as 
impetus for the Coastal Wetlands Act, 


now state law in Connecticut. The then 
teacher of biology at the nearby Thomas 
School, Joy Lee, used the marsh for class 
studies. She and her pupils spark-plugged 
the campaign which brought protection to 
all the remaining coastal marshes in the 
state. 

Residents of Rowayton make up the 
volunteer preserve management com- 
mittee, with Stephen O’Sullivan, chair- 
man, Port Draper, vice chairman, Lucy 
D.S. Adams, treasurer and Ruth Collings, 
Mrs. Adams’ husband, 
Alexander B. Adams, played a key role in 


secretary. 


the establishment of the preserve. He is a 
former chairman of The Conservancy. 
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